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1. Prossed turbine blades are produced at the Kabelwerk Obsrspree with the
aid of eleven serew-presses weighing between 8 and 15 tons apnd producing
botween 75 and 150 tons pressure. Only three of the presses are actual];y
required; the romaining elght are held in reserve. Angle-lever 10-ton presses,
more suitable for the task, are not available and are not likely to be provided
as the Soviet control ataff considers them unnscsssary.

2. It is reported that 170,000 turbine blades up to 150 millimsters are produced
rer month. I% ig hoped that in 1951 it will be possible to press blades up
to a length of 500 millimeters.

3. The 1ife of the dies presently in use is a short one; generally between 250
and 500 blades can be pressed {rom a set bofore they have %o be replaced.
The renewal, however, is cheap and easily accomplishoed with the aid of a
"Pfafen”., Only improved steel could lengthen the life of the dies, but so far
no such steel has become available for the purposs.

4o Turbins blades are pressed in one plece, and the finished blades emerges from the
die with a first-class polished surface which, however, is not shiny but has a
rather brownad appsarance. The blade after pressing is simply trimmed, tut at the
bass a protruding edge is left to insure a correct and firm mounting to prevent
blade breakages. No spoeial heat treatment is given the finished blade. Labora-
tory examinations have shown that the blade steel has not been adversely affected
by the pressing yrocess btubt, in fact, has been somevhat improved in qualivy.
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